
Welcome to Westport Veterinary Clinic’s 
springtime Newsletter!

Friends of Westport

Friends of Westport Clients receive 
all their routine preventative 
healthcare as part of their plan. This 
includes vaccines, year round flea 
and worm control, and a 6 monthly 
health check. The plan also 
includes a 10 % discount on in 
house services and medications, 
should your pet require them. 
Ask at reception if you would like 
more information.

March is Friends Of Westport Healthcare Month!

During the month of March - any new clients signing up to 
FOWP will receive a £10 voucher to use in the practice as 
they wish - on toys, food, or even veterinary services. 
You could also receive a £10 voucher by referring a friend 
who signs up with FOWP.

Our loyal existing clients already on FOWP will be entered 
into a prize draw every month for the chance to win a fun 
treat for their pet!

We even have some new plans coming out to help protect 
your pets - such as Hunting Cat, which provides a more 
thorough level of parasite control if your cat tends to bring 
little ‘gifts’ home.

OPEN DAY

On the 4th of May we are holding a Westport Vets Open Day at our South Queensferry 
branch. 
We will be opening up the whole practice for the day for our clients to come and visit 
and look around. You’ll be able to see what a day in the life of a Westport Vet looks 
like! 
There will be fun stations, quizzes, dress up and even a chance to get a 
favourite teddy bear bandaged!
There will also be a hot dog and juice station for a snack!

The Open Day will be held 
between 2pm and 4pm.  Our 
South Queensferry branch is at 
59, The Loan just next to 
Scotmid.

We would love to see as many 
people as possible, from all of 
our branches, come and
join us!!

Another exciting project we will be running in March is a home delivery service for our 
Friends of Westport clients - this can be used for medication and FOWP products



Easter Eggs!

Painting eggs is a great activity at Easter, but we also love 
eating the chocolate ones!
Unfortunately, so do some of our dogs!
Keep a beady eye on your pets at this time of year - keep all 
eggs - real and chocolate - away from them to avoid any 
unexpected trips to the vet!

Chocolate Toxicity

Chocolate contains a substance called Theobromine, which dogs find very difficult to 
metabolize. This means that toxic levels can easily build up in their bloodstream.

Small amounts of milk or white chocolate may just cause a bad tummy upset with 
vomiting and diarrhoea.
Larger amounts or darker chocolate can cause much more serious signs - such as 
muscle tremors, seizures, irregular heartbeat and severe hyperactivity. 

(Dark chocolate, cocoa and cooking chocolate contain very high amount of 
theobromine)

Organs that can be affected include the heart, kidneys and central nervous system. 

If you know your dog has eaten chocolate, contact us straight away as it takes a 
surprisingly small amount to cause a toxicity. 

We can calculate how much they have had compared to their body weight and make an 
assessment on the severity. 

If we see them straight after ingestion, we would normally induce vomiting, and then 
follow up with activated charcoal. 
If the problem is severe, they may have to stay in on IV fluids until they are better. 

Bulbs

In the spring, your pets may be more likely to encounter planted bulbs such as 
daffodils, crocuses or hyacinths. These are very toxic if eaten. 
They can cause irritation to the GI tract so you might see vomiting, drooling, wobbliness 
or even seizures. 
In more serious cases, bulb ingestion can cause heart problems and breathing 
difficulties ao contact us ASAP if you think your pet has dug up a bulb and eaten it.



Being Mindful...

Mindfulness and good mental health are very important to us at Westport, especially as it 
can be a stressful and emotional job at times!

We have been trying out some weekly inspirational quotes to keep us motivated! One of 
our favourites was “A ship is safe in the harbour but that’s not what ships are for” :)  

We’ve also been trying to keep a fruit basket going (to try and offset our love for biscuits!) 
Who doesn’t love guilt free snacking?!

We have also started up a staff yoga club at South Queensferry once a week. Of course 
exercise is always difficult to keep up when you are tired, but having other people to go 
with definitely keeps us motivated!

We’ve been playing the six nations with our amazing Team Mascots! Here we have, 
representing each country, Max the Welsh Springer, Stella the English Bull Terrier, 
Happy the Beauceron, Luna the Border Collie, Angus and Arianna the Italian 
Spinones, and Billy the Red Irish Setter!



The Mascots Gallery!!

This is Chip 
who belongs to 
Louise, one of 
our nurses!

This is Odin who 
belongs to Kelly, 
one of our 
student nurses!

This is Amber who 
belongs to Susan, 
one of our student 
vet nurses!

This is Nelly the 
tortoise who 
belongs to Vicky, 
one of our VCAs!

This is Darcy and Flash who belong to 
Carena, one of our vet nurses!


